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rndered some legislation necessary. They had given, and
sill continued to give, what were called half diplomas ; and
ii certain cases the examination for these had not been
satisfactory. Not a single reproach of any kind was made
against the Scottish universities in the evidence laid before
the Commission. The Scottish universities had abstained
from opposing the Bill, however unwelcome it was to them ;
bm if their preponderating influence on the Board was re-
moved then, of course, their attitude to the Bill was entirely
changed.
Professor RUTHERFORD said it had been argued that the

extra-mural lecturers on medicine in Edinburgh and Glasgow
would find their position seriously compromised if the
universities had a preponderating influence on the Scottish
Medical Board. It was contended that already there existed
within the universities a feeling of hostility to extra-mural
lecturers, and that if the universities gained the power on
the Medical Board which the Bill proposed to give them,
they would be unable to resist the temptation of seeking to
extinguish extra-mural lecturers, and of bringing about a
monopoly of medical education favourable to themselves.
He could assure his lordship that the alleged hostility of
the universities to extra-mural teachers did not exist. The
extra-mural teachers educated practically all who were
studying for corporation. diplomas only. They had, there-
fore, a very direct interest in any increase in the number of
those who might be described as non-university students ;
yet it was a remarkable fact that there had been scarcely
any increase in the number of non-university students,
although there had been so great an increase in the number
of students qualifying for university degrees, not only in
Edinburgh, but also in Glasgow and Aberdeen. The reason
why the extra-mural lecturers were taking the side of the
corporations in this matter was, that many of them were
examiners for the corporations, and they contended that, if
the professors were in a majority on the Medical Board, and
had the chief voice in appointing its examiners, their
tendency would be to exclude extra-mural teachers as

examiners on the Board. He was convinced that the fear
was groundless.
Professor FRASER submitted that there was ample evidence

that the proposed majority of the universities upon the
Medical Board would not have a prejudicial influence upon
the extra-mural lecturers, whose value in the teaching system
of Scotland they thoroughly recognised. The existence on
the Board of a majority of the professorial element would not
seriously injure the extra-mural lecturers.
The LORD ADVOCATE. -Do you anticipate that the

measure, if passed, would be adverse to them, or do you
merely think there wilt be the loss of prestige ?
Professor FRASER.-That is all. I think nothing further

could occur in the way of injury.
Professor LEISHMAN drew his attention to the clause in the

Bill with reference to fees paid by students, and said he
would consider it unfair if, in addition to the large fees which
students had already to pay to the university, they were to
be further taxed for the maintenance of museums and libraries
in connexion with the corporations.
Professor GAIRDNER said the universities had never at

any time suggested, either before or since the issue of the
Bill, any definite proposal on the question of representation
on the Medical Board ; but they had assumed the Govern-
ment had adopted, and would adhere to, the recommenda-
tions of the Royal Commission. The University of St.
Andrews was exclusively an examining, and not at all a
teaching, university. Its position was in no way comparable
with that of the other universities ; therefore the direct
interest of St. Andrews University in the operations of the
Scottish Medical Board was exceedingly small. It could
not be reckoned in any proper sene as a university vote, so
that the universities would practically have no preponderating
influaiace on the Board.
The LORD ADVOCATE informed the deputation that he

should communicate with Mr. Mundella, who was in charge
of the Bill, and confer with him on the important matters
that had been brought under his notice that day.
The deputation thanked the Lord Advocate, and withdrew.

A DEPUTATION from the Edinburgh University Medical
School, consisting of Professors T. R. Fraser, Crum Brown,
Greenfield, and Simpson, waited upon the Lord Provost’s
Committee of the Town Council on the 6th inst., in order to

lay before the members their views in regard to the Medical
Act Amendment Bill. The Lord Provost presided.

Professor T. R. FRASER said the deputation thought it
would be unfortunate if any action were taken on the part
of the municipal authorities founded upon statements which
they regarded as rather of an ex parte nature, without an
opportunity having been given to the university to state
their views on tome of the points which had been raised. It
had long been felt that some legislation was required to
prevent qualifications or titles from being granted on improper
grounds. In all the previous Bills introduced there were
provisions which were decidedly injurious to the interests of
Scotland. In all previous Bills the great function of registra-
tion was thrown into the hands of a central authority in
London, as well as the governing or controlling of medical
education in all parts of the kingdom, and the controlling of
the examinations for the conferring of titles. The Bill now
before Parliament was to a very great extent free from such
objections. The local authority in Scotland was the point
which had given rise to the greatest dispute. The Board
for Scotland was to consist of eleven members-eight repre-
sentatives from the universities and three from the corpora-
tions. The University of Edinburgh had, on account of its
importance in comparison with another, received the largest
share of representation of the universities-three members
instead of two, St. Andrews electing only one. The cor-
porationq, as contrasted with the universities, had not by any
means the same importantpositionin regard both to education
and examination. In regard to education, the corporations
had absolutely no interest whatever ; on the other hand, the
universities had a mostimpertantinterestinmedioaleducation.
If the corporations succeeded in reducing the majority which
had been given in this Bill to the universities, then the
great purpose which the Bill was designed to fulfil would not
be fulfilled, agitation would not be checked, and the Bill
would not lead them to the termination of this agitation,
which was injurious altogether to Scottish education.

Professor CRUM BROWN stated that the existence of the
extra-academical school had turned out a great benefit to the
university. It had been attempted to make it appear that
the pecuniary interests of the professors were opposed to the
interests of a strong and flourishing extra-academical school r
but he might say that most of the professors had been
teachers in the extra-mural school, and were perfectly aware
of the way in which it was worked.

Professor GREENFIELD spoke of the manner in which
diplomas granted by the corporations in Scotland were
looked down upon by English practitioners, on account of
the easy manner in which they could be obtained. A man,
he said, could come down to Edinburgh and, without any
trouble, get a diploma, and return to London. If the Town
Council of Edinburgh homologated the action of the cor-
porations, they would, he believed, do a very serious injury
to the prestige of the university ; they would practically say,
" We, who are well acquainted with this matter, think that
the universities have no higher footing than the corpora-
tions. "

The LORD PROVOST said they had listened with great
pleasure to the deputation, and they might depend upon it
they would give the most careful attention to the matter.

APOTHECARIES’ HALL, IRELAND, AND
THE BILL.

ON Tuesday, a deputation from the Apothecaries’ Hall of
Ireland had an interview with Mr. Mundella (who was ac-
companied by Mr. Lennox Peel) at the Privy Council with
reference to the Medical Act Amendment Bill. The depu-
tation consisted of Dr. Collins (the governor of the Hall},
Sir George Owens, Mr. McDonagh, Dr. White, Dr.
O’Flaherty, and Dr. Fitzgerald ; and they were accompanied
by Mr. O’Shaughnessy, M.P., and Mr. Henderson, M.P.
It will be remembered that the Apothecaries’ Hall of Ireland
had been included in the Medical Council under the Bill as
first introduced into the House of Lords, but they had been
struck out when the Bill was in Committee. The deputation
pointed out that they had been recognised for centuries as a
corporate institution, and that about 2500 general practi-
tioners belonged to their body. rhey did not want any of
the present representatives to be disturbed, but they asked
to be reinstated in the Council. If they were not, there
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would be grc It opponitton to the Bill in Ireland. Mr.
Muudella, in reply, faid that there had beengreat opposition to
both the English aud Irish apothecaries liaviti,r t seat on the
Divisional Board, and it ended in a compromise in the House
of Lords by Lord Ci;tirns and the Lord President of the
Council agreeing to eliminate both those bodies. Ile could
not promise to reinstate them in the teeth of that agreement,
but he would lay their views before Lord Carlingford and
see what could be done. The deputation t’hen withdrew.

IRISH MEDICAL ASSOCIATION.

THE annual meeting was held at the Royal College of
Surgeons in Ireland on the 4th inst. Ttie report of the

Council, which was adopted, stated that the necessary step’!
had been taken to have the Association incorporated, and
that it now enjoys the status, duties, and priviteges of an
incorporated society. The following resolutions, having
been placed before the meeting, were adopted :&mdash;

"That the Medical Act Amendment Bill, now before
Parliament is approved in principle by this Association ; and
that the Council are hereby instructed to support said Bull,
while endeavouring to obtain suh amendments as appear to
them desirable." "That the Union Otficers’ Superaunua-
tion (Ireland) Bill of this session is entitled to the warm

support of this Association ; and that the Council are hereby
requested to exert all the influence of this As3ociation with
a view to securing the passing of said Bill this session."
"That Mr. Meldon’s Notification of Infectious Diseases
(Ireland) Bill deserves the support of this Association ; and
that the Council are hereby directed to oppose any Bill
which proposes that the duty of notifying infectious

. diseases to the sanitarv authorities shall be made obligatorv
upon the medical attendant." That the present system of
dispensary medical relief in consequence of its being to a
great extent indiscriminately anorded, is opposed to public
interest, as it directly leads into habits of dependence and
improvidence a large proportion of well-to-do persons, and
thereby not only increase, the poor-rates, but also unfairly
occupies the time and service of the medical officers, who
are therefore deprived of legitimate feeq."
The following office-bearers have been elected for the

ensuing year :-President : Dr. A. H. Jacob. Vice-Pre.
sidenti Drs. J. Ridley, Bagot, George Pierce, andKinkead.
Council: Messrs. C. Ball, Parsons, Bjrry, Dtrby, Drapes,
Fletcher, Harvey, Browne, Carte, H. G. Croly, J. Hayes,
Hearn, Hepburn, David Jacob, J. B. Kelly, James llartin,
A Meldon, W. Malcomson, G. Mackesy, R. M’Donnell,
F. V. M’Dowell. G. Morrogh, .J. Molony, A. O’K Nolan,
J. F. Pollock, G. H. Porter, T. Purcell, A. 0. Speedy,
J. Tabuteau, R. M. Tagert, J. W. Uiher, J. L. Washe.
Auditors : Messrs. Albert Croly and H. Tweedy.

Public Health Poor Law.
LOCAL GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT.

REPORTS OF MEDICAL OFFICERS OF HEALTH.

Chesterfield (Rural.)&mdash;Dr. Angm Mackintosh presents a
very complete report on this extensive and populous rural
district. After giving information a,3 t) the meteorology of
the district, Dr. M ackintosh enters into some historical
review of the progress of infectious diseases, including a
reference to theresearche3 of Pasteur and of Koch, especially
as to the question of the influence of germs in their produc.
tion, and he then proceeds to review the progress of scarlet
fever in the district. For the past ten year> this disease

has, with the exception of 187G, been present in an epidemic
form, the deaths varying from twenty-five ta eighty-five a
year, and this almost irrespective of the improvements
which have been effected as regards the water-supply,
means of drainage, and excrement disposal. In short, it
appears quite evident that, whatever influence such ordinary
sanitary conditions may have in regard to the mortality in
scarlet fever, they have little or none so far as its production

is concerned, and Dr. Mackintosh once more points out tha;
until he is able, hy the provision of proper hospital accom
modation, to secure the isolation of the patients, he CM
hope for no relief from this preventable sickness am
mortality. Indeed, in view of his experience with tU
rural sanitary authority in this matter, he urges that the
provision of means of isolation should no longer bepermmite,
but compulsory. Dr. Mackintush gives some interestiag
information as to the frequency with which several attacks
of scarlet fever have occurred, but he goes too far when he
says that "the idea, that a person is protected bti a
previous attack......is simply absurd." In a large number of
cases a first attack is distinctly protective against any
further attack, and although many officers of health have
recently been able to point to several attacks which, though
infectious, have been by no means well defiued, and which
would probably in former days have been overlooked, yet
there can be no question that in this, as in many other of
the specific fevers, a very substantial immunity from further
attack is conferred by one occurrence of the disease, In
dealing with scarlet fever, Dr. Mackintosh asks for further
powers as to prohibiting the attendance of scholars from
infected houses ; but until the provisions of the Education
Code which has just comeinto general operation have been fully
tested, the powers conferred on sanitary authorities may
probably be regarded as sufficient. The Chesterfield rural
district is one where a very large amount of most usefal
sanitary work has been carried out, and it is evident from
the report before us that no relaxation has taken placein in
the efFort to improve the circumstances under which the
inhabitants are living. The death-rate for the district-
namely, 18 per 1000, is in excess of that which obtained
last year, but is below the average for the past ten years,
Diarrhoea, whooping-cough, and scarlittina are the diseases
that have caused the most imrked mortality.

Shipley Urban District.-Tne main characteristic of Dr.
Smyth’s annual report on this sanitary district lies in its
diminutive form, it being not much larger than a pocket
aim mack. Speaking of typhoid fever, Dr. Smyth points
out that this disease has been more prevalent in Saltaire
than in any other portion of the district, and that it has
been there associated with the direct communications exist.
ing between houses and sewers, and with the filthy emana.
tions from long rows of midden privies just outside the
houses. It is curious that ttm old and abominable system
of storing up huge quantities of excrement and filth in the
immediate proximity of dwellings should have obtained such
a hold on our northern fellow-countrymen, butitisstillmore
curious that, whilst the system is being oradually abandoned
in S1 many places, it should be retained ia a locality
which prides itself on being a species of model village for
mill-hands. We notice amongst the details of sanitary work
effected that 443 sink waste-pipes were either disconnected
or fitted with syphon traps. The alternative is one that
should, if possible, never be permitted, and we hope that, at
least as regards new houses, bye-laws are in operation which
prevent any direct drain communications.

Kingston-on-Thames.&mdash;The death.rate for this districthas
steadily fallen from 18’45 per 1000 in 1879, to 16’70 in 1882,
and in many other respects Mr. Shirtliff’s report shows that
sanitary improvement is in progress. Referring to the
epidemic of sore-throat to which we drew attentioa as

having prevailed towards the close of last year, the report
states that the disease was not diphtheria, and that itwasin
no way connected with the milk-supply. In short, wegather

, 
that the character and cause of the disease were not elicited
and that it disappeared without any light being thrown upon

; it. Mr. Shirtlitf strongly urges his authority to provide an
isolation hospital. Unfortunately they have refused to
unite with the Kingston rural authority in this matter, and

. as yet they have not taken steps to secure any provision
by themselves. 

___

VITAL STATISTICS.

HEALTH OF ENGLISH TOWNS.

In twenty-eight of the largest English towns, 5886 births
and 3223 deaths were registered during the week ending the
9th inst. The annual death-rate in these towns, which had
been equal to 21.3 and 19 ’4 per 1000 in the two preceding
weeks, was 19 5 last week. During the nine weeks ending
last Saturday, the death-rate in these towns averaged 2’22
per 1000, against 20’9 and 216 in the corresponding periods


